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An end must be put to the young, the growing, and 
the adults in all the force of their experience and devel- 
opment. An end must be put to the savants, the thinkers, 
the highest intelligences, and the most brilliant artists. 
An end must be put to civilization, progress, inventions, 
and beauty. An end must be put to the age-long devo- 
tion of men in loving and trusting. An end must be put 
to shining prospects and splendid hopes. Under the im- 
passive stars and the triumphant sun an end must be put 
to the human race. That is the real meaning of the 
fatalistic cry which is hypnotizing the world ! 

Indeed, if in presence of the horrid spectacle of muddy 
trenches filled with putrefying corpses and wounded men 
awaiting tetanus and gangrene, humanity does not rise 
and shout, in an access of noble passion and clear vision, 
"Enough, enough !" it had better come to an end. 

Better that the earth unencumbered with the dwell- 
ings of men, freed from the criminal multitudes who, 
thirsting for blood and murder, abuse it with their shells, 
delivered from the frightful cacophony of their war- 
cries, mingled with the deafening roar of cannons and 
the crackling of the mitrailleuses — better that the earth 
roll inert and verdant, inhabited by birds and filled with 
their songs, in the vast spaces restored to their eternal 
calm. 

The Inviolability of Human Life.* 

By Mrs. Frederick PetMck-Lawrence. 

As I understand it, the woman's movement in Amer- 
ica for constructive peace has naturally been a great 
moral idea, and this idea was expressed yesterday by one 
of the most revered pioneers of the peace movement in 
the following words, so far as I can remember them. 
She said to us that we must remember that it is ours to 
demonstrate the principle that human life is sacred and 
inviolable. It is the supreme duty of women, who give 
birth to human life, to stand for this truth against the 
whole world, and to band themselves together to insist 
upon its recognition as a fundamental moral law. 
Human life is sacred and inviolable. It follows, there- 
fore, that the human body, without respect to nation, to 
sex, or to color, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and 
that the human soul is more precious than any accumu- 
lation of wealth. 

My friends, this is not a new idea. It is a very old 
idea; it is the fundamental idea of the Christian re- 
ligion, and not only of the Christian religion, but of the 
religions of Confucius, of Buddha, and of all the great 
religions all down the ages, and yet at the present day 
it is this principle which is being blasphemed by the 
world in which we live. Hold that in your mind, and 
then turn your eves — the eyes of your imagination — for 
one moment to those hundreds of miles of trenches in 
that old country which has been looked upon as the 
birthplace of modern civilization, the stronghold of the 
Christian religion. Think of those miles and miles of 
trenches where organized, deliberate murder is being 
done even now as we speak, and continuously by day and 
by night; think of these battle-fields sodden with the 
blood of our human fellow-beings — not only piled with 
dead, as the newspapers describe it, but piled with 

* Address delivered in Washington, D. C, January 10, at 
the conference for organizing the Woman's Peace Party. 



shrieking, writhing, agonized manhood; think of those 
shelterless and fugitive women, bearing in their vio- 
lated bodies the unborn children of the next genera- 
tion ; think of those mothers stifling the wailing of their 
children in their arms, hiding in the woods and ditches 
of those desolated villages ; think of those trains bearing 
back to their homes the dead to be burned upon the 
refuse heaps; think of those things, and then say 
whether this iniquity is to be tolerated any longer. In 
answer to that question, I say No ! It is not to be tol- 
erated ! I say No on behalf of the women and men as- 
sembled in this room — No on behalf of the womanhood 
of the whole world ! If men can tolerate it, women can- 
not ! — we who, speaking collectively, have purchased 
every living human frame in this world with our blood 
and with our life ! 

What does this No mean? If you have said it with 
me, it means that there is not a woman here, nor a man, 
that can go out of this meeting without making a pro- 
test every single day that the war goes on — -a protest 
that is in action, a protest not only by words but by 
deeds. And this action has to be directed to both of 
the following ends : First, the cessation, as soon as pos- 
sible, of hostilities ; and, second, when peace comes, that 
it be made by the democracies of the world who had no 
hand whatever in the making of this war. We must 
make it very clear — we must grasp the idea very, very 
clearly — that there is no conceivable end of any value 
to the human race to be gained by any conceivable 
eventuality of the present war. Nobody knows that 
better than some of our soldiers who are fighting- at the 
front. 

I brought here today two letters, one from a German 
soldier written to his mother, and one from an English 
officer written to his sister, and the German soldier de- 
scribes how he has to go every night to his commanding 
officer to report the action that has happened in the 
trenches, and he savs : "I do it with extreme reluctance, 
as at once painful thoughts arise in my heart when I 
recall my fallen comrades, then of those men that one 
has killed in the bloody strife ; one involuntarily thinks, 
Yes, here you have deprived some mother of her son 
and some children of their father. During the fight 
itself one doesn't think of all that, but in the moments 
of leisure the faces of those who have fallen become 
alive again, and speak a dumb but significant and 
plaintive language. But what can one do? In the bat- 
tle it is either he or I ! But woe to those who have 
provoked this terrible, murderous war; their punish- 
ment will be frightful. I think," says this German sol- 
dier, "I think that this war will be a lesson to all the 
civilized nations, and the people will see that it is sheer 
lunacy to massacre one another." And this German sol- 
dier ends : "This is not what I only, but everybody, to a 
man, thinks in the field." 

That is a remarkable statement, and if that is how 
the soldiers are thinking in the field, it behooves you 
and me and the womanhood of the world to come to 
their help and rescue them. 

Here is what an English officer savs — a second lieu- 
tenant, commander of 180 men: "T hate the war — the 
bloodshed, the cruelty, the wickedness of it all — the 
waste of life, the utter uselessness of it all — from every 
point of view. It is a lot of rot about civilization and 
religion when we carry on this kind of game. War is 
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pillage, war is cruelty, war is waste, war is destruction, 
and desolation, and degeneracy. War is not made by 
the peoples of the world ; war is not made by the democ- 
racy; this war was made by a mere handful of interna- 
tional gamblers and degenerates." . . . 

There is not a single man or woman of the people, be 
they German, Eussian, English, French, or whatever 
nationality you like to name, who has any interest, ma- 
terial or ideal, in the crushing of any one single empire. 
Not one ! The whole interest of the people lies in peace 
and in brotherhood. 

Well, then, there is only one power that stands up 
against this madness of war, and that is the power of 
public opinion, and public opinion in this tne greatest 
democracy of all the world. It has but to be fixed, edu- 
cated, organized, and it can then be brought to bear 
upon the governments of all the world through your 
own Government and through your representative, Pres- 
ident Wilson, who will be called into the council of na- 
tions, and who has proved himself to be a man both of 
peace and of good will. He can act only with the power 
that you give him. Eemember, it is not statesmen who 
can organize public opinion, for public opinion has to 
organize the statesman, and the business of the democ- 
racy of America is so to organize public opinion that it 
may put the voice of the whole people hehind President 
Wilson and strengthen his hand when it acts. One 
thing let us be determined upon — that when peace comes 
to be made, it shall be made on behalf of the democra- 
cies who did not make the war — that it shall not be 
made by these international political gamblers, or these 
degenerate rulers who have not the interest of the people 
at stake, but only their own dynastic, financial, or po- 
litical purpose. 

Now, in making the terms of peace, there are a few 
general broad principles to be observed : That there shall 
be no aggrandizing of any nation as an outcome of this 
war, and no humiliation of any nation — that there shall 
be no domination on the part of any nation or a group 
of nations, but by the terms of peace all motive for 
domination shall be taken away from every one of them. 
A^ain, that the disputed provinces about which the fight 
has been made shall be allowed to decide under what 
form of government they shall come. If the reverse is 
the case, we shall only have the seed of new wars, as we 
had in the arbitrary decision respecting Alsace-Lorraine. 
Again, we must urge that Europe shall be arranged on 
the basis of' nationalities — democracies that shall be 
brought together into one federation — the United States 
of Europe. This will put an end to the rush for arma- 
ments, and will put an end to the waste of human re- 
sources which is devouring the life of the people. There 
must be no private property, as we have heard, in muni- 
tion or in armaments, no selfish aims to serve in war, 
and there must be many changes to be brought about by 
popular will and opinion. 

These are just the general principles that must de- 
termine the conditions of peace. There is not a moment 
to lose — not a moment. Every day that war goes on we 
must be preparing for an advantageous peace which 
alone can end wars in the future. 

My friends, the crisis is urgent. The hour is great. 
Every man and woman in this audience must determine 
here and now to become active soldiers in the great 
cause of peace, which is the cause of liberty, which is 



the cause of democracy, which is the cause of the prog- 
ress of the human race. 



What War Is Destroying.* 

By Jane Addams. 

After the eloquent speeches you have heard from 
women who have come from the field of battle, as it 
were, a speech from one representing American women 
thousands of miles away from the devastation and car- 
nage must seem tame and scarcely deserving a hearing. 
But there are certain things now being destroyed by 
war in which from the beginning of time women, as 
women, have held a vested interest, and I beg to draw 
your attention to three or four of them. 

One thing war is now destroying, and is "throwing 
back," in the scientific sense, is the conception of pa- 
triotism gradually built up during thousands of years. 
Europe has had one revolution after another in which 
women as well as men have taken part, in order that a 
patriotism might be established which should contain 
liberty for the individual as well as loyalty to the state. 

At the present moment, however, thousands of men 
marching to their death are under compulsion, not of 
this higher type of patriotism, but of a tribal concep- 
tion, because of an irrational appeal which ought to 
have left the world long since. They march and fight 
because they have been told that they must thus save 
their homes from destruction. Of course there is a 
savage spirit in man which quickly responds to the 
primitive appeal, but it is unworthy of modern civiliza- 
tion to utilize such instincts, as it does so at a fearful 
cost. A state founded upon tribal ideals of patriotism 
has no place for women within its councils. 

Women have a right to protest against the destruction 
of that larger ideal of the state in which they had won 
a place now being destroyed through an appeal to the 
loyalties of savagery, and to deprecate a world put back ' 
upon a basis of brute force — a world in which they can 
play no part. 

Women also have a vested right in the developed con- 
science of the world. At this moment, because of war, 
the finest consciences in Europe are put to the old busi- 
ness of self-justification, of utilizing outgrown myths to 
explain the course of action which their governments 
have taken. Those of you who have read the "Oxford 
Papers," issued, since the war began, from the oldest 
seat of learning in England, have doubtless shared with 
me the disappointment of finding in them almost no 
trace of that spirit of internationalism which we have 
a right to expect from the scholar. Prom cover to cover 
one waits in vain for some indication of the calm and 
unprejudiced point of view indicating that the writers 
were able to rise above the turmoil of the moment and 
to speak the language of him who deals in eternal 
verities. One has the same experience in reading the 
output from the German universities. Those of you 
who have read Harnack on the war must have shared 
this same disappointment — that he whose clear mind 
has rescued Christianity from chaotic thinking should 
so pitifully have lost his way in a national crisis. 

♦An address delivered at the conference In Washington, 
D. C, January 10, 1915, at which the "Woman's Peace Party 
was organized. 



